into battle
May 2.	The Anglo-Italian Agreement approved by the House
of Commons.
[May 5, 1938.
I
 COULD not reconcile it with my duty to the House, as a
signatory to the Treaty, the broken Treaty, if I kept silent
upon this Bill. However thankless the task may be, I feel bound
to record the view which I have formed as the result of long and
intimate contacts with Irish afiairs. When I read this Agreement
in the newspapers a week ago I was filled with surprise. On the
face of it, we seemed to give everything away and receive
nothing in return, except the payment of ^10,000,000. But then
I supposed there was another side to the Agreement, and that we
were to be granted some facilities and rights in Southern Ireland
in time of war. That, I notice, was the view taken by a part of
the Press, but soon Mr. de Valera in the Dail made it clear that he
was under no obligations of any kind and, as the Prime Minister
confirmed this afternoon, there were no reservations on either side
attached to this Agreement. On the contrary, Mr. de Valera has
not even abandoned his claim for the incorporation of Ulster in
the independent Republic that he has established. Indeed he
said in his speech in the Dail—I am not quoting his actual words—
that the ending of Partition will remain the main purpose of his life,
and he believed that it would ultimately be found to be brought
nearer by this Agreement.
It is very necessary to make some review of the past in order to
see the setting in which these particular proposals lie. The Prime
Minister said that we must look to the intangible and imponderable
as the counterpoise of the great concessions which we have made
under this Agreement. Let us look at that for a moment. We
are told that we have ended the age-long quarrel between England
and Ireland, but that is clearly not true, because Mr, de Valera
has said that he will never rest until Partition is swept away,
Therefore, the real conflict has yet to come, and nothktg in the
nature of a final settlement has been reached upon the moat difficult
point of all. We have been told, and I would not underrate it,
, that we are to havfc'the precious atmosphere of good will and that
the people of Southern Ireland will henceforward be friendly to us
and will side with us in any trouble that arises. There is nothing
new in that. At the beginning of the Great War the people of
Ireland showed themselves very friendly to us and threw themselves
most heartily into the Defence of the common cause, Ireland was

